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2019 Citizens Water Quality Testing (CWQT)—
Week 14 Results

Rob Buchanan
August 23, 2019

You can see our all-sites results page here! and our individual site tables the map interface here?.

ISTHE CITY DOING ENOUGH TO TELL YOU ABOUT SEWAGE POLLUTION?
A lot of rain Thursday evening, but that was well after our sampling. Much less rain fell

Wednesday night, but it was still enough for the DEP to issue this CSO Advisory on Thursday
morning:

Notify NVE

The following Combined Sewer Overflows are reported as of 8/22/2019 7:02 AM

Rainfall at DEP rain gauges over the past 24 hours in inches:
f26th Ward (26) 0.32 inches
Bowery Bay (BB) 0.25 inches
Coney Island (Cl) 0.4 inches
Hunts Point (HF) 0.14 inches
Jamaica Bay (JA) 0.38 inches
MNewtown Creek (NC) 0.17 inches
Morth River (NR) 0.02 inches
Oakwood Beach (OB) 0.06 inches
Owls Head (OH) 0.31 inches

Port Richmond (PR) 0.19 inches
Red Hook (RH) 0.14 inches
Rockaway (RK) 0.28 inches
Tallman Island (T} 0.44 inches
Wards |sland (W) 0.08 inches

List of Advisories (Waterbody/Rain gauge)

Alley Creek (Tl) On advisory until B/22/2019 8:00 FM

Bronx River, Lower (HP) On advisory until B/22/2019 10:00 PM
Coney |sland Creek (Cl) On advisory until 8/23/2019 8:00 AM
Flushing Creek (Tl) On advisory until 8/23/2019 8:00 AM
Mewtown Creek, Lower (NC) On advisory until 8/22/2019 9:00 PM
Mewtown Creek, Upper (NC) On advisory until 8/22/2019 9:00 PM
Paerdegat Basin (Cl) On advisory until 8/22/2019 11:00 AM

Serins Creek 26) On advisorz urntil 8/22/2019 8:00 AM

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15YG38IrV5_8DixLXBiAd0ZesVXriNi8yq9SWmogkjk8/edit#gid=0

2http://www.nycwatertrail.org/water_quality.html


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15YG38IrV5_8DixLXBiAd0ZesVXriNi8yq9SWmogkjk8/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.nycwatertrail.org/water_quality.html
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What the Advisory says is that the water quality in seven of the harbor’s smaller ‘waterbodies’ is
unlikely to meet swim standards for the next 12 to 24 hours. What it doesn’t say is that the water
at many other near-shore locations in the harbor is also not likely to meet swim standards during
that time. Why doesn’t it say that? Because those places are part of much larger waterbodies, like
the East River and the Hudson, where the overall or ‘average’ water quality is predicted to be
acceptable. In other words, the water at your local beach or pier may be full or sewage, but since
it’s being lumped together with the much larger and relatively cleaner amounts of water flowing
down the middle of the channel in those waterbodies, it’s not worth warning people about. Make
sense? We don’t think so.

KEWPIE GOES SAMPLING, by Yue Chan

Hallets Cove: There was a low tide at Hallets Cove this
morning that made for quite a turbld water sample today. Pretty sure there’s a piece of seaweed
in that bottle...nonetheless Kewpie got the sample and chased off a poor seagull.

§ Gantry: Kewpie had a standoff with the resident goose at the
Gantry today. Barks and hisses were exchanged, but the sample was secured and we got the heck
outta there!
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= > Anable Basin: Kewpie is always a little nervous on the
floating dock, but not too nervous to get a quick sample (and try to eat the geese poop!).

POSTCARDS FROM FLUSHING, By Cody Hermann

World’s Fair Marina Pier 1 East and West.

Flushing Meadows — Corona Park Public Boat Launch
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X Classic Flushing Creek shot. Skyview Mall + Condos
upstream in the background word on the street is their new Waterfront Access Plan, the first
and only formal public access site along the tidal portion of Flushing Creek.

g S I Greenish- looking Meadow Lake sample + lots of goose
poop (dlfflcult to traverse) NYS Pavilion in the background.

WEEKLY SLIDE SHOW:

Praying for better water quality in Wallabout Channel!
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Down under the Williamsburg Bridge.

Unsanctioned wetlands restoration project at the

Coming soon: Steve Cronin, a developer at Reaktor,
working on a new harbor water quality ‘dashboard’ for Plus Pool*. One click to know it all!

The Citizens Water Quality Testing Program (CWQT) is a collaboration between the New York City
Water Trail Association, The River Project, 10 partner labs and dozens of volunteer samplers, with
support from Riverkeeper, The Nature Conservancy, the Billion Oyster Project and the Lily Auchincloss
Foundation. Thanks all for your interest and support!

https://pluspool.org/


https://pluspool.org/

